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destruction and to the development of national infrastructures in recipient states designed to counter the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. We believe that an objective analysis of the programs overall
implementation to date will show that it has played a
key role in facilitating the nuclear disarmament and the
nonproliferation process for now non-nuclear Belarus,
Kazakhstan, and Ukraine.
We therefore hope that Congress will decide to preserve and upgrade the Nunn-Lugar program, not
reduce it. U.S. equipment, materials, and technical
means, which this program has brought us, are used to
achieve common goals of enhanced security. We value
highly our consultations with American specialists on a
wide range of issues concerning nonproliferation, as
well as the assistance we have received for decommissioning our strategic rocket forces and helping their
adaption to civilian life. We believe that if Congress
views the Nunn-Lugar program through the prism of
U.S. national security interests, it will see that the program serves U.S. vital interests as well as those of our
countries.
Finally, it would be appropriate to consider carefully
the worldwide impact of the future of the Nunn-Lugar
program. Will it serve as a positive stimulus for the socalled threshold nuclear countries to give up their national nuclear weapons ambitions? Or will it provide a
justification for the ill-founded but unfortunately widespread perception that only those possessing weapons
of mass destruction are treated with international respect?
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